Noah and the hundred year curricula
What would you have done if you had been asked to build something you had never seen before far from a place where it could actually be used? What would you have done if you were also told you had to supply all the materials for the project and convince others to help you? How long would you have lasted at such a job?

God had a plan and needed a man to carry out the plan. However in the entire world only one man came even close to qualifying. But his qualifications did not even relate to the project that lay before him. God wasn’t looking for the manual skills, but rather for a heart willing to commit to the project. 

Over the time involved Noah would have plenty of time to learn the skills needed and develop them. This was a course with only one test and only one grade possible. He either accomplished the task and lived or failed at the task and died along with everyone else. Further this was not the task of a day, a week over even a year. The size of the task, the technology available and the number of people willing to help (seven, a wife, three sons and their wives) meant it would take not just years but decades to complete.

There would be a constant flow of lessons to learn, skills to develop and a message to preach. The class would proceed on several levels, skill development, program management, administration and communication. Material acquisition and preparation would come first. Second would be developing the message and the toughest skin in the world to deliver it and survive the ridicule.
Carpentry skills would now be learned and lessons in geometry and physics given to deal with construction issues. There would also be classes in family management and economics. Noah would have to know how to care for and keep his family united for the duration of this project. He would also need to learn personal communication skills to keep them and himself motivated.

Animal husbandry would be included at some point. He would then be taught key principles of anger management and stress management. The onlookers could be so obstinate and the responsibility of getting them to listen let alone save them would be enough to stress anyone out.

At some point he would receive special instruction in food production and storage. Feeding two of every kind, as well as his family, would become a challenge. We don’t know when the animals began to arrive but this would begin to tax their resources and relationships. They may have needed a weekend seminar in marriage building to keep them sane and in support of each other as the task stretched out before them.

Could the training have also included a course in navigation and sailing? Why not? Based on the details of the story they were going to spend a great deal of time in the thing they were building and it would be floating during the entire time.

Then came the training in staff management and systems planning. All of these animals needed to be cared for and their food stored properly; with a plan for feeding and caring for all who would be on board. Thousands of animals with different dietary needs, different habits, different schedules, as well as the need to keep them and the environment clean would keep the crew very busy. Sanitation could become a grave problem without a clear plan and the structures to deal with it.

During all of this was the continual need to meet the people. To give a message no one was interested in hearing. A verdict that was terrifying in its scope but almost unbelievable given where the activity was occurring. Who builds a boat, any boat, where there is no water? Even more ridiculous was constructing a boat of this size that cannot moved to a river, lake or sea. This added to the people’s rejection of the message.
The word tells us that Noah was found righteous or honorable in God’s sight. So God chose Noah to build an ark. He also told Noah that only those who entered the ark would be saved from God’s judgment that would destroy the entire world by a flood. We are also told the size of the ark and that it took Noah and his family 100 years to build the boat. During this 100 years Noah preached a message of warning to the people. 

It says no one listened. Only his wife, his three sons and their wives heeded the message. Only they helped to build the ark and only they were saved along with the animals God sent to join them on the ark. 

One hundred years of work and preparation for one event. One hundred years of teaching and preaching with only seven who chose to listen. One hundred years. That is an extreme length of time to get ready for anything, but that is what God had in mind for Noah. One hundred years of preparation to prevent the total destruction of mankind. One hundred years of learning, listening and teaching so that man would survive. 

We complain about having to go to school for a couple of years. We complain about all the hard work the teacher gives. We complain because we think we are prepared and yet, what do we really know. God made a decision about the size and location of the ark, knowing how long it would take. Why? Because God knew what must be learned in order for there to be no misunderstanding about the message of judgment and the decision about who would be saved.

We are impatient. We are restless. We are egotistical. So we need to be trained and only God knows how long the training should last before we are truly ready. The question is, will we submit to God’s plan for training? We will follow through and complete the training? Will we continue until the moment when God decides we are ready?
For Noah the training and preparation lasted 100 years. The size and location of the boat, the location and availability of materials, and the time needed to learn the skills required 100 years. It was also the time that God determined was necessary to be absolutely sure that the people would see that there was no mistake about his evaluation of mankind and of the decision to destroy all but Noah and his family. 

Real training does not occur overnight. It occurs over a life time. Extreme training requires the sacrifice of one’s entire life in submission to the master teacher so that that person will be ready to do exactly what is necessary, when it is necessary.

