Abraham – Learning dependency on God
Jesus made a comment during his ministry that is often the focal point of discussions on the true meaning of service and obedience. Only those who hate their father and mother are those who love me.(Luke 14:26) . For many, such a decision may easily be interpreted as rejection of one’s family and a lack of love for them or the decision to obey God could be seen as denying one’s responsibility to care for the needs of their parents and members of the family. However it probably wasn’t Jesus intent that we should hate our parents, yet it is clear that our family relations should not interfere with our decisions when it comes to believing in God or in obeying God when he calls us into service

This was not the first time this issue had been raised by God. The earliest instance of God requiring such a decision is may have first come to Abraham’s father in Genesis 11:31. We are told that Terah left his home with the goal of moving to Canaan. He never made it there. He got as far as Ur and decided he could go no further. We are not told why he chose to move or what prevented him from completing the journey.
The next chapter begins the story of Abraham. God tells him to leave his country, his people and his father’s household and move to a land that would be revealed to him at the appropriate time. The command to go included a promise of blessings, prosperity, children and usefulness. Abraham left but he didn’t leave all of his family. Lot and all of his possessions went along as well. This would be a source of various struggles and distractions for Abraham in the future.

The call to leave meant that Abraham would have no one to depend on. There would be no support structure, no help in times of need and no one to turn to for protection. He would become a stranger, a wanderer, dependent on the good favor of others or on his ability to protect himself.

There would be many tests, many lessons revolving around the issue of who to depend on. 

Abraham used deceit as a means of protecting himself. On two occasions he told his wife to lie or hide the truth about their relationship. “Tell everyone you are my half sister but not that you are my wife.”(Genesis 12:13; 20:2) To some extent this worked; not because of his skill but beccause God was protecting his wife from a bad decision. Both times he was paid a handsome fee to leave and go somewhere else so that there would be no further risk of God’s wrath falling on those whom Abraham had lied to. It was clear that Abraham could not depend on his wisdom to provide for his safety.

Lot would further stretch Abraham’s concepts of who was dependable. This relationship slowly fell apart, starting with the workers and finally causing a separation between uncle and nephew. Abraham let Lot make the decision about who would receive which piece of land.(Genesis 13:8-10) It looked like a good decision. I will take care of my family by sacrificing for them. But this decision led to a series of complications. It didn’t solve anything. 

Lot and his family were abducted and it was left to Abraham to rescue them. He won and correctly refused to receive any pay from those he saved. Then he gave a tithe to the Lord. (Genesis 14:18) But the rescue of Lot was only temporary. Lot chose the wrong place to live and once again Abraham was forced into a position of trying to save Lot. Lot was saved but at a cost. He lost his wife, his home, his possessions and his honor. The story is a sad one and carries a harsh truth. Abraham could not protect Lot from Lot. His attempt at being a blessing to others, especially to his own family was a failure. Abraham’s abilities and loyalty to family only created a limited type of blessing. 

Abraham was also dealing with the future. He wondered how God would produce nations from him when he had no child. He queried God about this. He was concerned how a servant could be the heir and fulfill this promise. God told him to be patient but he was not. Sarah saw the frustration and worry and suggested a plan. “Take my maid and have children by her.” (Genesis 16:3) This sounded good and Abraham didn’t recall God saying who would be the mother of his dynasty and so agreed. She was not his wife, but culturally, it was a common way that barren women gave children to their husbands and protected their position as wife.
This decision brought a great deal of heartache and strife. The wife and maid fought constantly. Sarah was jealous and offended. Hagar was arrogant and dismissive of her mistress. Abraham was caught in the middle and had to make difficult decisions. Actually on at least two occasions God had to intervene to protect Hagar and her son Ishmael. Finally God told Abraham to send them away because they were not part of the plan that God had established. They were the result of Abraham not understanding how to depend on God.

Over and over Abraham had to learn the lessons of dependence from God. Each time his attempts to take care of the situation resulted in more problems; problems that God would have to solve for him. Each time Abraham learned more about his limits and just how much he needed to depend on God. He learned through the failure of his lies about his wife that he could not protect himself. He learned through his attempts to protect Lot that he could not protect those close to him, even his family. He learned in his attempts to provide an heir that he could not protect his future. 
Each had a negative result. He was no longer welcome in Egypt and not welcome in the house of Abimelech. He had to watch Lot as he drifted farther and farther away from God and lost everything. He had to watch Sarah abuse the mother of his child and then send that same son into exile to protect his son by Sarah.

This training program was not an easy one. But he learned that God’s plan was the best and that only by depending on God would he see its fulfillment. The lessons learned would be put to the test when God told Abraham to sacrifice the son of the promise. Would he trust God? Would he depend on God? Or would he try again to find a different solution, depending on his own wisdom, strength and ability?

We all know the story. Abraham willingly followed God’s commands. Abraham’s confidence in God was so complete that his son did not resist when Abraham bound him and placed him on the altar. (Genesis 22:9) Abraham found his faith that day and God began the next phase in redeeming the world. This process would be repeated many times as God searched in each generation fo those who would depend solely in him. Those who would enter into a time of training so that God could work and so redeem the lost.
It is not easy to learn dependence. For some of us it takes a lifetime of teaching before, like Abraham, we are able to sacrifice all and hate our mother and father, in order to serve God and become his testimony to our family and others. For others the decision will come quicker. But for all, the price is the same - sacrifice all that we depend on, including ourselves.

