Adam – the impact of one decision
I have often thought about the life of Adam after he fell and was exiled from the garden. What was his life like? What did he do? These and other questions could make for an interesting discussion. One of the more significant ones would be, “what was his relationship with God like during the long years that followed that day when he found himself no longer in the garden, no longer able to walk with God as he had in the past?”
The Bible is very limited in what it has to say about the life of Adam. Its key focus is on the impact of the decision he made and how it affected all of humanity. There are a few comments that add to my interest in this. Paul makes the comment that Adam was not deceived (1 Timothy 2:14). Genesis 3:17 seems to support this idea when God states that his punishment related to the fact that “he listened to his wife and ate.” Adam knew what was going on. He was aware of the disobedience of his wife, he was aware that if he chose to accept the fruit, he too would be disobedient, yet he still chose to eat. He knew and he chose to listen to the wrong person.
Hereafter Adam would spend a lifetime living with the impact of that decision. He would watch one son kill another. He would see and be a part of the life of Enoch. Using the genealogy we discover that he would live to see the birth of Methuselah and maybe hear the warning from God that a day of judgment was coming. 

So what was it like to live year after year with the knowledge of what you had done and see the impact of that decision in the lives of your family? (For everyone Adam talked to was part of his family.) What was happened between Adam and God through those many years?
There are lessons that only God can teach and that are almost impossible to explain. Lessons that involve restoration; involve forgiveness; involve God providing strength every day to deal with the impact of our lives on others. It is a topic we rarely care to discuss but one that was all too real for Adam -the impact of our wrong choices on the world around us.

We have no idea of how one lie, one selfish act, one wrong decision, one wrong attitude can impact others and drive them away from God and the chance to walk in fellowship with the creator of the universe. Adam had to deal with this in a very personal way. For very early in his life he would see its impact. One son would listen to him, the other wouldn’t. Then one day the word would reach him that Cain had killed Abel. His decision in the garden cost him the life of a son. Then he would watch as Cain was exiled and had to live under the fear of retribution. But instead of creating a sense of devotion and awe of God, Cain’s behavior would be twisted until just a few generations later Lamech would boast about how he had murdered a man. 
I wonder what impact that action had on Adam as he saw God take the time to help his son make the right decision and watch him make the wrong decision. It is hard to imagine the pain that Adam had to endure as he watched these things happen. But it seems apparent that God was working and teaching Adam lessons along the way. Lessons about learning to forgive - even himself. It would have been very easy for Adam to become depressed, shrivel up and die. But the record suggests he didn’t. 
I am sure Adam’s lessons were difficult to learn. The pain that had to be accepted and dealt with would have been very intense. Imagine the hours of thinking about the decision, the failure and what would have happened if he had not agreed to eat the fruit. Through them Adam may have learned more about God’s love and his desire to maintain a relationship with us. A relationship based on confession of the truth that would allow for restoration. Consider that the next son of Adam, Seth, arrives with the following comment, “God has granted me another son in place of Abel. (Genesis 4:25) This indicates that God is working to restore Adam and help him move on and it is working. Adam is looking to God for his life and the strength to continue living.

Following the birth of Seth the record includes an interesting comment. “At that time men began to call on the name of the Lord.” (Genesis 4:26) For this to be possible there needed to be a person who made it possible for them to know who the Lord was. The best possible source would have been Adam, the man who actually walked and talked with God in the garden before all the problems began. Adam had learned to deal with the guilt of his sin, deal with his responsibility. 

Yes, he could have withdrawn and avoided people but it seems clear that he did not do that. Instead he began to share his knowledge of God. He took the time to help them understand what had happened in the garden and sought to lead the people to a relationship with God. Why do I say this? Because there were those who chose to walk with God, like Enoch. So it appears that Adam did not keep his past to himself but sought to tell others and risk the accusations and rejection of his descendants rather than simply let them repeat his error and never have the chance to learn about the God of creation and not just the God of judgment.
What seems clear to me is that God did not abandon Adam. In those dark moments God was near. When Cain chose to head down the wrong path, the same path as his father, God came. God met with Cain to try and help him understand what was happening. And even after Cain failed, God protected him with the hope that he would not continue following the same path. God did not ignore Adam’s son. 

Of course most of the above is speculation. Yet it carries a great truth and a teaching that God wants us to learn to live by. The truth is that we, by our lives, actions and words, are helping others to make decisions that take them closer or farther from God. We are not the ones who are ultimately responsible but we do influence others. Our lives have a direct impact on their choices. This is not an easy lesson to learn and it is not easy to deal with the facts once we have accepted them.

What is equally important is the lesson that God does not abandon us because of our actions. He is always near to help us deal with our guilt, the results of our actions on our life and the lives of others and to guide us in a path that will allow us to teach others to call on his name. The question to us is will we allow God to teach us about his forgiveness and how to forgive ourselves so that we can help others call on him?
