Joseph – Humbled and prepared
Joseph received the vision. He was young and spoiled. 

Spoiled because his father loved him and Benjamin more than his other sons. He was the son of the beloved wife. His father gave him special gifts. He put Joseph ahead of the others. When the others were sent out to care for the sheep Joseph was not required to go. The other brothers were constantly compared to Joseph. Joseph could do no wrong and received praise, honor and preferential treatment. 

Over time Joseph became proud and arrogant. He would tell his father about his brother’s mistakes and failures. Day by day he grew more aloof. Yet his father was oblivious to the growing hatred of the brothers towards Joseph. 

Then Joseph received a vision and the situation became almost unbearable. The vision suggested that the brothers would bow down and serve Joseph. They were already disgruntled over the preferential treatment he was receiving. They were jealous of the beautiful gifts that he received. The multicolored robe became a constant reminder to them that they were unacceptable in their father’s eyes. The vision only deepened their anger. They were almost willing to believe that Joseph had not received a vision but had made up the dream to increase his status and influence over their father. 
Then Joseph received a second vision. Now Joseph’s father was included in those who would bow down and serve. The imagery was powerful. Sun, moon and stars bowing to Joseph, the spoiled brat, the arrogant son who only thought of himself and his position. How often had he reported his brother’s errors to their father? How often had he treated them as inferior? How much longer would this unacceptable situation continue?

The seeds, no, the tree of vengeance was huge now. It simply waited the opportunity to produce its fruit and release a stream of poison in the direction of the one who had been given so much and cared so little. So when Jacob sent them off to care for the sheep they began to think about what could be done to silence Joseph, anything to shut him up and gain some relief. 

So when Joseph showed up they knew exactly why he was there. He was to spy on them and report back to their father on their activities. And they already knew what he would tell their father. They knew he would criticize them and they would have to suffer through another session of rebuke from their father. 
The plan formed quickly. They would kill him, bloody his coat, claiming a wild animal had killed Joseph. They would be rid of them. So they grabbed Joseph and were about to kill him when one of them had  a moment of conscience and suggested they not kill him but sell him to slave traders and make some money in the process. So it was done. Joseph went from his world of luxury and preferred position to slavery
Sold to a prominent official in Egypt Joseph probably began working in some lowly condition. We are not told what his work was or how he moved from a lowly position to the manager of the household. But what is clear is that something has changed in his attitude. Joseph could have become despondent and depressed, barely functional as a person; only useful for the most menial of tasks. Or he could have been arrogant and proud. This would have resulted in many beatings and punishments, continuing until he changed his attitude or was broken in spirit. What is clear is that a change occurred and he became a trusted servant in the house. He proved his worth until the master placed him in charge of everything. 

Now Joseph was faced with a great challenge. While he was not ruler of the universe, as was suggested in the visions, he was in charge and could have almost anything he wanted. He could even have had the wife of his owner if he desired; it was clear that she was willing. But deep within Joseph, God was present. He considered his options and new that this was not the way for the vision to be fulfilled. 

His rejection of the sexual advances of his master’s wife infuriated her. Quickly the situation became dangerous and again Joseph’s life was at risk. But once again he was spared. This time he disappeared into an even deeper isolation. Before he had freedom of movement. Now he was not just a slave but a prisoner. His world was the limited to the size of the cage they had placed him in. As before, a change occurred. Again we are not told all that happened, but Joseph was put in charge of the operation of the prison. He was elevated to prisoner in charge of prisoners. The others obeyed him and he cared for them and the jailer left everything under his control.
As before, Joseph did not fall into depression nor did he give up and become a broken person. There was something about those visions that helped him overcome the situation and move from the bottom to the top. 

Then two prominent officials were placed in his care. Interesting. He was now telling important people, servants of the pharaoh what they were allowed to do and when they were permitted to do it. He was sympathetic to their situation and they came to trust him. They even trusted him with their visions. God gave direction to Joseph and he was able to translate them. However, even though he was successful, he was forgotten. 

Joseph had learned many lessons. He had learned the cost of pride and arrogance. He had learned how to serve others as a leader. He had learned to be patient and trust the vision of God. He had learned that he was not the one in charge of his destiny. He had learned the value of humility and service and how they functioned in effective leadership.
When the day came for him to stand before the king, Joseph was quiet and respectful. He no longer claimed nor expected any special privileges. He was not seeking to advance himself at the cost of others. Instead of recommending himself, he suggested they search the nation for the person needed to save the nation of Egypt. Suddenly everything the visions represented began to happen. He was promoted from slave/prisoner to second highest ruler of the nation. Only Pharaoh did not have to listen to Joseph, yet perhaps, it is very likely that Joseph was his closest counselor.

In a short time his second vision was fulfilled. His brothers arrived and bowed before him. This time was different. He remembered how they had treated him and he remembered how he had treated them. He was within his right to make their lives miserable yet he chose a softer path. He realized that all that had happened was seen by God and watched over by God. While what his brothers had done was wrong, the events were necessary so Joseph would be ready to lead a nation and save his family.

We are often quick to place ourselves before others and expect them to serve us as leaders. We are more than reluctant to go through the lessons necessary to correct this error in our thinking. We are quick to give up and complain when life is difficult and unfair in our eyes. Most will never learn or even accept the lessons prepared for us in times of suffering and struggle. 

But if we are willing to learn humility, to learn servanthood, God will place us in positions of responsibility and those we serve will learn who God is and of is his great love for us all.

