Moses – From the good life to real life
Moses started at the bottom of society. He was one of those sentenced to death for just being born. A twist of fate (the hand of God) turned that all around. He went from a slave on the executioner’s to a member of the household of Pharaoh in one swift act. He would spend the next 40 years living in luxury, enjoying the finest education, free to do whatever he wanted. He would not know the real meaning of working for his daily bread, or sweating because of hard work under the sun. He would not know hunger and pain. He would never be subjected to punishment and control of others. Instead he would feast on the best, be provided with everything he needed to be comfortable, and have ultimate control over the lives of everyone around him. He was, after all, a son of Pharaoh, and no one could change his life. Except God.

There came a day when his perfect little bubble burst. He was confronted with the viciousness of the taskmaster’s treatment of the Jews. He was stunned by the inhumanity of what he saw. The people tasked to provide his every need, to make his world perfect; all through the enslavement and inhuman treatment of others. What shocked him more that day was that in an attempt to protect and save one of those slaves, he killed another human being. No discussion, no command, just quick and decisive action. An action that was seen by others and given a damming evaluation. “You are just like them and will probably kill one of us to settle the dispute we have.”
The future lawgiver of Israel had failed on two occasions to resolve simple situations. His solution was to resort to violence. That action would lead to serious consequences and loss of his privileged status.
Driven into the desert he began a new period of training. Here no one provided for his care and comfort. Here he had to learn to take care of himself, protect himself and adapt to the world around him. He learned the meaning of sweating for his bread. Instead of being entertained he learned solitude. 

He learned a whole new vocabulary and how to read a very different type of book – one written in the sands of the desert and on the winds of the clouds. There were no servants and workers to command. He was not shielded and protected but had to learn how to use his life and abilities to shield and care for those infernal stupid sheep who always seemed to be getting in trouble.

Life was no longer simple but it was real. It was no longer built on the suffering and enslavement of others. Life came from personal contact with the dangers and realities of the world. Food that once tasted good was forgotten and replaced with a new flavor. A flavor that represented a new found value. This value was based on the feeling that comes when one has done the work and earned the right to enjoy the fruit of that labor.

Law and freedom were redefined. Before, Moses’ decisions were based on how he felt and what he wanted. Now he learned to discern the difference between wants and needs. That meant listening, watching, investigating and being patient. Those stubborn, stupid sheep provided years of training in knowing what was really needed to keep the flock healthy, well cared for and safe. Safe from outside attack and internal carelessness.
Moses had received 40 years of training in the good life which came at a devastating cost to others. Now he was receiving 40 years of training in the real life. It cost him personally in ways he could not have foreseen. But the lessons learned here during this period of training would allow others to benefit and receive blessings in the future.
It is interesting to make the comparisons between the two periods of Moses’ life. The first period involved a miracle of God that rescued him from being murdered by the soldiers of Egypt and placed him in the house of Pharaoh. The second involved an act of murder that drove him from that environment, rescuing him from how own personal slavery, and placing him in the hands of God.
Moses received the best education available in the world and yet had no idea how to handle a dispute involving an Egyptian slave master and a Jew which resulted in ridicule. Later Moses received the best education in survival skills. He learned the skills needed to lead people by learning to lead sheep. 

Formally, Moses had all of his needs and desires met. There was nothing denied him as a member of Pharaoh’s family. There was no price too great to pay, no limits. But the hidden price in the lives of others was immense, however this fact was shielded from him or he chose to deny it. Later he learned the difference between what one needs and what one wants and the cost involved in having each. He also learned the cost of focusing only on what one wants and the cost others may have to pay to make that possible. He learned how to care for the needs of others first and in that education learned the best way to provide for one’s own needs.

In his early years, Moses was a person respected - not for what he had done - but because of his membership in the family of Pharaoh. People deferred to him, pushed him to the front, not because he deserved it but because of the fear of what would happen if they didn’t. It was not a fear or respect of Moses but of the Pharaoh and what he might do if their actions displeased him. Later Moses learned how to earn respect. He learned first how to gain the respect of his sheep; animals that only follow, only listen, to the ones who care for them, keep them fed, and keep them safe. He learned how to gain their respect and trust. They would follow him because they had learned they could trust him.

When Moses finally returned to Egypt he was unrecognizable to the people who had known him. The man of the good life was gone. Here was a man who could be followed not out of fear but out of respect. Unlike Pharaoh, who only cared about himself and those close to him, it was clear this man knew the needs of others and was prepared to care for them who would be there for them in the events that were about to unfold. This man was about to ask his people to risk everything, yet there would be no whips, no threats, to convince them. They would follow because of the words he brought them about God’s love and his deep rooted faith in God.  

