Learning to follow to lead – Joshua
He followed Moses. He followed because he wanted to know the God who spoke to Moses. He followed so that he could serve God and others. He received practical preparation for a time somewhere in the future when God would want him to be the person others would follow.

A question that is often in the back of our thinking is, “how will I learn what I need to know to be a good leader, a good servant in the kingdom of God?” A second question that hides in the shadows of the first, “is how long will my training or preparation take?”
The second is only a question God can answer. Too often we try to interfere with the process, some try to rush things because they don’t want to wait. Others unnecessarily delay the point of taking responsibility because of a fear of failure or not being capable of carrying out the tasks that lie ahead.

The first question is one in which we can have some input. It relates in many ways to our willingness to enter into the training, accept the direction of others, and how quickly we learn the lessons we are given. Joshua reveals to us a key aspect of the process of training, and how it affects the process of preparation, and helps to determine when we will be ready.

He chose to follow.

The first thing that we learn is that Joshua chose to be in a place where he could learn. He chose to follow Moses and in that decisions made himself available to be taught and was able to receive the instruction that God had for him through his servant Moses.
He followed Moses out of Egypt. He followed Moses up the mountain. He followed Moses’ instructions. In that process he learned why Moses followed God and learned to follow God as well.

He chose to Remain

On the mountain, he remained where Moses told him to. He remained there until Moses returned 40 days later. He remained at the entrance of the tabernacle when Moses entered to meet with and speak with God. He remained at Moses side in every situation, good and bad. As he stood at Moses’ side, he learned what it meant to follow God and he learned how to remain in God.

He accepted any task given to him.
He learned the importance of being committed and finishing the task, no matter what others might say or how the work appeared to be going. The success or failure of the moment did not determine the final outcome. This was especially clear the day he lead the army of Israel against the Amelakites (Ex 17:10-13). There were times when they were winning, and times when they appeared to be losing. The battle depended on two factors. It depended on the strength of Moses and those with him who kept his hands lifted up to heaven, and it depended on Joshua’s ability to follow Moses’ instructions until the final victory was won. 

He learned faith instead of fear. 
Over and over the people attacked Moses, threatening to revolt and kill him. But Joshua learned faith from Moses’ example and saw how God honored Moses’ faith and protected him. He learned the lesson so well that when he was sent to spy out the land, he saw the possibility, not the problems, not the difficulties, and believed God could not only protect the people but could take care of any obstacle and give them the land. He was prepared to follow God’s instructions. Even when he was told to do the impossible (walk across the Jordan at flood stage) he did not hesitate (Jo 3:1-15).
When the day came for him to lead, there was no hesitation. God took him and gave him a portion of the spirit resting on Moses (Dt 34:9), then gave him the responsibility to lead the people. He was ready to follow God just as Moses had followed God.

The day before he gave his first order God came and spoke to him. Joshua received the instructions that would guide the rest of his life (Jo 1:7-8). The key word that formed the core of those instructions was “obey” which included a decision to follow them in every aspect of his life. God told him to learn and study the words that had been given to guide the people of Israel. He was told to be careful to follow all of them. If he followed those instructions he would know what God wanted and he would succeed in walking with God and in making it possible for God’s people to follow him.

This goal – following God – had guided his training and would guide him in his time of leadership. Joshua summarized his goal with words that revealed the depth of his commitment to following God. “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord” (Jo 24:15).
The epitaph recorded of Joseph’s life reveals the power of one life committed to following God. “Israel served God throughout the lifetime of Joshua” (Jo 24:31).
