Samuel – Child of the Promise – Dedicated to God
In our world today freedom of choice is a critical right. A great deal of effort is invested in giving people the opportunity to choose. Chose the life they want to live, the leader they prefer, etc. The concept is, when people can choose, their lives will be better.

Samuel was not given this chance. His life was promised to God before his conception. The oath taken by his mother was kept and so Samuel arrived at the tabernacle at the age of three.

The pattern of his life was determined by the rituals of the temple. Rituals established by Moses generations before. These rituals were designed to remind the people of their need for God and the need for obedience. There were daily rituals and Sabbath rituals. At various times during the year there were special rituals to remind people of all God had done and all that he provided.

The scripture says that Samuel served wearing the clothes of a member of the family of the priests. That meant he would learn not just the rituals but the purpose of each and would be expected to help the people understand both the importance and function of each. To be effective in his service meant learning to obey those who taught him so that he would be able to carry out his responsibilities and so that God would accept the sacrifice and gifts of those who came.
The first words Samuel received from God focused on Eli’s failure to honor God and his son’s evil behavior. They would be judged for their failure to obey and serve God.

This became the heart of Samuel’s message to the people. He called the people to obedience and told them to abandon their false gods and truly serve God (7:24). He learned that God was watching and was concerned about what he saw in the heart and not about what people did to impress others and give the impression that they were obedient.

Samuel was called to install a king (10:21) and then reveal God’s rejection of that king because of a failure to obey (15:27-29). God then called him to anoint a second person in spite of the personal risk involved (16:13). The focal point in all of this would be obedience. Each event involved rituals, a ritual designed to reveal the person’s obedience to God.

Samuel spent the early years of his life surrounded by the rituals of the tabernacle. Through the help of Eli, he learned the purpose behind the ritual. This knowledge helped him to learn the importance of obedience. This became the focus of his life and the people quickly realized they could depend on Samuel to tell them the truth and lead them back to God.
They saw the cause and effect of his investment in keeping God’s word. They saw it because of his concern for a proper attitude towards God; the attitude of obedience which resulted in God’s presence and blessing.

Samuel never abandoned his focus. This reveals to us the value and purpose of the ritual, to give us the opportunity to express our faith and obedience to God. This expression will open doors to service and a greater ability to honor God through our lives and our activities.

