David – Learning to Wait
Remember what it was like when your parents promised you a special treat as a child. You could hardly wait to get what was promised. Sometimes the time between the promise was short and it was not too hard to wait. At other times there was a long time between when the promise was made and when it would be fulfilled.
We all know the great stories of David. He defeated the giant Goliath when just a teenager. He became a captain of the king’s army and was praised by the troops for his great feats of valor. He killed a hundred men to win the hand of the king’s daughter. He was specially chosen by God to be the future king of Israel.

What we often don’t hear about is the struggles he faced on his way to becoming king. His anointing as king was done in secret. His own father did not consider him worthy to present to Samuel for consideration. When he declared that he was willing to face the giant, his brothers ridiculed him and the king tried to shame him. 

Even while serving as a captain of the king’s army, Saul tried to kill him on at least two occasions and tried to get him killed through circumstances on one other occasion. Only the love of Jonathan saved him from being caught and turned over to Saul.

Finally David had to flee. He went into hiding and was declared a renegade. He had to live the life of a bandit and marauder to survive. At one time, to escape his enemies, he had to act as though he was insane. Those who helped him were threatened and attacked. On one occasion their aid resulted in the death of an entire group of priests and Levites. Even some he provided security for would insult him and be ungrateful. 
Many of the Psalms reflect the frustration that David experienced as he dealt with the opposition that he faced from Saul and others. He cried to God for help, protection and strength to continue. In all of these trials and struggles, David was learning two important lessons about placing one’s faith and trust in God. He was learning to be patient and learning to consult 

How does one learn patience? That is only possible when one sees the value of waiting. David knew he was to be king, Samuel had come and chosen him. He knew that he had been marked by God. His victory over Goliath and in the battles that followed were proof of his leadership abilities. His friendship with Jonathan (who was willing to give up his right to be king to protect David) was further proof. Yet, as long as Saul lived and the people accepted him as the rightful king David needed to wait.

Patience was essential if he wanted to be the real king. Learning to wait for God to fulfill his promise would make it possible for him to rule. He probably had heard the story about what happened when Saul had refused to be patient and wait for Samuel to present the sacrifice. This impatience and failure to obey God’s directions cost him his place as king. 
This knowledge may have guided David’s decisions when provided with the opportunities to capture Saul and kill him. On each occasion his men urged him to kill Saul and bring an end to the life of exile and take what had been promised him. On both occasions he rebuked his men stating that only God had the right to remove Saul. Saul saw the truth of the situation and stated that David was more honorable then he was. This decision and the patience would later provide a bridge for unifying these men as a single nation. 
David also learned the importance of consulting God. This was a lesson that he needed to learn. History records for us his courage and his ability to inspire loyalty in the lives of those who followed him. This could easily have created a problem and become a trap. With each success David could have focused more on his role and his ability in gaining the victory. In that process he would have lost sight of who was the true source of all his skill and ability; the One who selected him and had promised to be with him.
This is a trap many have fallen into with disastrous results. Instead we see David constantly calling on God to help him make key decisions. Whether the decision related to who, when, where and how to fight a battle  in time of war or how to govern the people, he consults with the priests and prophets to be sure what he was doing was approved by and guided by God’s plan.
That is not to say he would not make mistakes along the way. But each time he did, he returned to God, sought forgiveness and consulted God about how to correct his errors and maintain his relationship with God. This patience and desire to keep God as the center of his life resulted in him being honored by God. God called David a man after his own heart and promised David that he would receive a special honor, the messiah would be born to his family. The lessons of patience and learning to consult God would bring blessing to the people of Israel and one day to the world.

Leaning to keep God in the center of one’s plans requires that we learn to wait on God. Waiting for his guidance, his direction and his timing. When we learn this then God will bless and will be able to accomplish his plans to bless others through us.

