Isaiah – Called to live
Isaiah’s book is filled with judgments on Israel, Judah and the nations. It is also filled with prophecies about the coming Messiah and forgiveness; what God will do to restore the broken relationship with man. 
Isaiah will begin his ministry as a young man and continue preaching and teaching for over 50 years. He will stand in the courts of the kings and pass judgment, bring warning, and challenge them to trust only God. He will convince Hezekiah to defy the king of Assyria and his army; an army that has destroyed nations much stronger and greater than Israel. God will respond and destroy that army because of Isaiah and Hezekiah’s faith.

Isaiah will give his children unusual names. Names that reflect the coming judgment and the coming hope. Their names will be a constant reminder of Isaiah’s focus on God’s word to. It is said that he wears garments of the materials used to make sackcloth. This attire will make him a constant reminder to everyone that God is not pleased with their attitudes and that only a total commitment to the word of God and service to God will be sufficient to regain the blessings that they have lost. It will remind them of their need to repent and humble themselves before God. Isaiah is even married to a prophetess to indicate to all that every aspect of his life is focused in and for God.
He will begin his service as a prophet during the reign of a good king, defy the next two weak kings, help another king make the commitment to serve only God, and be killed (according to tradition) by the most evil king to ever reign over the people of God. He would see the best and the worst, and know that in the end the people would be judged and exiled. Yet he would be allowed to see beyond all of this to the promised Messiah, but this picture would not be one of military triumph and reestablishment of the kingdom of old. The view would be of a Messiah who would come miraculously, but be rejected and suffer horribly so that the deeper truth of God’s love would be revealed. The deeper truth of the real cost of disobedience, the real cost of restoring people to a true relationship with God.
Isaiah will write and write. His writings will cover the entire landscape of his time and of the time of the Messiah. He will judge the nations, he will judge the people of God, and he will judge the kings. He will write and write, but except for a few, no one will listen. For a short while, there will be a time of hope during the reign of Hezekiah, but that is short-lived. It is said his poetry and writing are the highest and best examples of Hebrew literature, but even that will not be enough to convince the people to listen and see their sin.

He maintains his focus, he knows his purpose. He is resolute and nothing will move him from doing all that God calls him to do. Why? Why does he risk his life? Why does he willingly face the challenge? Why does he defy all those who refuse to listen?

The answer is simple. He has met God. Well, maybe it is not that simple. He has met the all powerful, righteous, holy creator of the universe. He has seen the angels, the six winged seraphs hovering and proclaiming the majesty of the Almighty. He has seen the depth of his unworthiness, his sin. 

In that moment he knows his lostness, the hopelessness of his condition. He cries out in shame. He cries out in desperation, confessing his sin and the reality that all he is and all that is contained in his life is unclean. His life, his history, his future, all are unclean, all are doomed to be judged and lost. He crumbles in a heap before this throne convinced that his life has come to an end, for he has seen what no one can see and expect to live.

Then the scene changes. As Isaiah cowers in abject despair, one of those angels takes a burning coal from the fire under the altar. He brings it to Isaiah and places it on his lips. The very phrase used by Isaiah becomes the basis for a cleansing action (Isaiah 6:5-6). He calls his lips unclean and so it is his lips that are purified. The lips are symbolic of the filth within, the lies, deceit and deception that proceed from an unclean heart and mind. Now they are to be purified because God needs a person willing to speak the truth. A person who will not bend, will not bow, will not yield to the influence of others but will be wholly committed to one thing, proclaiming the truth.
Through the pain, through the tears, he hears the question God is asking. He hears the plea of God to find one who is willing, one who will be faithful. Though there is an intense pain, through those burnt lips Isaiah responds. He is willing. He will go wherever God sends.

Why is he willing; when others are not?

This was not the first time God presented himself and his majesty. Not all responded so positively. On Mt. Sinai when God appeared to the people, and the leaders they cried to Moses to tell God not to speak to them again (Exodus 20:19). They were shaken and overcome by their fear for their safety. They preferred others to meet God and then tell them what God had said. How often does it happen that when God speaks we are more focused on the fact that we survived and not on the fact that we have met God? 
Why is this so often true? Probably because when we truly meet God we will be expected to follow his words, to do what is asked of us. It is always easier to deny the words of a person than the words of God. It is easier to ignore the words of another, claiming even though God is speaking through them the words may not be for me or do not require that I respond. We don’t want to have to deal with the truth of the words and we want to be allowed to do as we please. 
Then there are those like Abraham, Moses, and Isaiah. God had spoken, there was no other option but complete and total obedience. To do any less was to lose something so precious, so vital that without it there was no life, no purpose. But such a decision, such a response, is based on a deep desire to know God. A life lived in search of an absolute that can only be found in God. Once found, it profoundly redefines life, and all other activities are placed in subjection to this redefining moment.
Isaiah knew of God, knew the scriptures. On this day he knew God. His only question was how long? Not how long will I need to go? How long will I need to serve? He was already committed to serving God. If not, he would not have been in the temple. He would not have been at a point in his life where he could receive such a vision. His question was, how long will it take before people will listen? How long before you are restored to your position of honor and glory in the world.
The answer would discourage most. Basically it was, “Isaiah you will not see the day in your lifetime.” The people will not listen. That is of no concern to you. Preach the word I give you.”
This meeting changed Isaiah. He would never look back from that moment on. He would face the opposition, he would deal with the hardened hearts and he would proclaim the words he was given until the day he died. So that we today would learn of God’s plan for redemption and the coming of the true Messiah. 

Isaiah sought out God and when God met him he did not turn away from the vision. Are we willing to truly seek out God and be changed? Are we ready to serve until the last breath? Are we willing to speak and preach and teach, though no one responds, until our last breath? Only when we truly meet God and submit to his claim on our life is that possible. 

