Ezekiel – the iron hammer of God
Considered one of the great prophets, Ezekiel was among a group of exiles taken captive to Babylon eleven years before the fall of Jerusalem. He was a contemporary of Daniel and Jeremiah. We know that he was married and that his wife died suddenly after nine years of joyful marriage. We also know that he owned a house and lived near the river Chebar. He was also the son of a priest. The other fact we know about his life is that he was highly respected and was often visited by the leaders who were seeking some word from the Lord about the end of their exile. He is the prophet. He was receiving visions. He was speaking God’s words.
Beyond these bare facts we know little about the man who received incredible visions, was commanded to perform highly unusually living parables and be the clarion bell (ringing out for all to hear) of the judgment of God against the sin of Israel. It is easy to wonder what it was about Ezekiel that gave him the strength to carry out the mission God had given him. A mission to pound out the flaws and failures of the chosen people much like a smith pounds out the iron to remove its flaws and shape it into a tool of worth for the work to be done.

Based on the records, we know that Ezekiel was contemporary with two other great prophets. Before his exile he would have known of Jeremiah and heard the messages of judgment and impending doom for the people because of their idolatry and sin. Many of the metaphors and ideas found in Ezekiel revealed knowledge of the words and message of Jeremiah. His visions and prophecies anticipated the ministry of Daniel. It is interesting to note that God call on Ezekiel to stand in the gap to protect the people from His wrath and to rebuild the walls of truth. He was to help restore and reestablish the people in the truth.
Ezekiel would have heard Jeremiah’s warning to yield to God’s judgment. He would have heard Jeremiah’s judgment on the country’s idolatry. Imagine with me for a moment the impact those words would have had on Ezekiel. As a son of a priest, Ezekiel may have often visited the temple. He would have seen the sacrifices and been taught the rituals. He may have even heard some of the words of Jeremiah as he spoke against the leaders, the king and against the falseness of the worship occurring in the temple. He may have heard the warnings of the coming judgment that God was bringing through the Babylonians. 

Those words may have been what motivated him and others to accept an early exile to Babylon. They were taken years before the destruction of Jerusalem. That means they would have been able to watch as God carried out the words given to Jeremiah. They would have seen the results of the rebellion and disobedience. They would have seen,, with clarity God’s judgment against Israel for its worship of false gods. 

Ezekiel was taken on a journey to see what the priests and leaders were doing in secret. God provided the evidence so that Ezekiel knew exactly why the judgment had fallen. God revealed the depth of that sin in a vision of Jerusalem and the idolatrous actions of its leaders.  Ezekiel, as a priest, would have known the seriousness of their sin because he had been taught the law and understood the purpose of the sacrifice. He now saw and understood why God was so angry. Now he would be used to teach the people how to live and serve far from home.  He was forged into the person God used to instruct the next generation, to help them understand and change their hearts. 

Ezekiel continued the message of Jeremiah from exile. His call began as the attack on Jerusalem began. He carried the message to those in exile and, as did Jeremiah, warned the people that it would be a long time before they returned home. He echoed and supported the words of the letter sent by Jeremiah to the people of exile. He had seen the truth, he had heard the words and was ready to hammer it home. The message was made vivid in the life of Ezekiel and it impacted the people. He was uniquely positioned to help the people understand all that God had done to fulfill the words of prophecy given first by Isaiah and then Jeremiah.
We also know that Ezekiel was a contemporary of Daniel. They may have been taken into exile at the same time. In this group the best were taken to serve in the house of King Nebuchadnezzar. The rest were set free to work in the fields and other areas of service for the government. This meant he had contact with the servants and workers who were sent by the government to supervise their work. He was able to gather news about what was happening to those who were taken into the very court of the king. He was there to observe the life and events that surrounded the early years of Daniel’s rise to prominence. He watched and saw that, in fact a person could live effectively in the service of pagan’s without sacrificing their belief in and obedience to God. He heard and may have seen the events of the fiery furnace. These events would have given fire to his words from the Lord and filled them with the strength of steel. Daniel’s commitment to obeying God and his law at all cost became a beacon of hope.
Daniel’s life may have provided encouragement to Ezekie as he boldly spoke God’s word to those in exile. Ezekiel could point to Daniel and state with certainty that God’s plan was true; that the people could serve God no matter where they were. He could declare with certainty that if the people would serve God, and not their rituals, God would be faithful and watch over them. The land was not the true measure of God’s blessing. God was present everywhere and the true follower of God would never be abandoned and need never fear the future.

Ezekiel was a man who stood between the two realities and proclaimed the truth. He was the hammer that God used to forge his people; the hammer to finish the process of removing the impurity of idolatry and make the resulting product useful to God. He would be used to temper the steel and make it strong. The words given to him were like an anvil which was used to forge again the metal, to reshape the people, to prepare them for the plans God has for them in the future. 
Ezekiel was able to observe the lives of those already in exile and saw clearly the difference between those who changed their behavior only because they hoped to return to the promised land and those, like Daniel,, who changed because they wanted to serve God. Because of God’s instruction and his own experience his words (the hammer strokes), were guided with precision. In this process Daniel was the template that gave him clarity in guiding the strokes of the hammer in the shaping of the iron, the structure of the future people of Israel. 
Anvil and hammer- Ezekiel was called to hold the people between anvil and the hammer. The truth of God: as solid as the anvil. The words of God: the hammer through which the prophet would shape the lives and future of the people. Ezekiel was used to prepare the people for God so that they would become the people of God no matter where they were, no matter what their condition.
Ezekiel lived a life of revelation of what God was doing and what God expected of his people. He was used to reveal God’s intentions and goals. His early history of watching the people and, their failures and listening to the words of Jeremiah shaped his awareness of the truth of God’s judgment. His life in Babylon gave him the opportunity to observe the results of the life of Daniel and his impact on the court of Nebuchadnezzar and the decisions to stand firm. These created the pattern and direction for his prophetic work. 
Ezekiel was uniquely trained and uniquely placed to be able to do the work he had been given. He learned to watch and he learned the benefit of carrying out directions exactly as given. He was the hammer and God wielded this hammer with force and direction to forge and shape the future people of God. Theyabecome a nation committed to serving one God and no other. 
God often places people in pivotal locations and gives them key insight through experience and training to see what is happening and be able to interpret that for the people around them. He also provides the tools need to help those same people understand what God will expect of them in the future. This was the role of Ezekiel. In many ways, it is the role of all of us. We are all called and prepared by God to stand in a pivotal place for the people we come into contact with. Are we ready to interpret the world around us so they will understand what God is doing? Will we then help them understand what God expects of us and how he wants us to live our lives for him in the world?
Every one of us has, in their history, the tools and training that represents the preparation of God for a specific work and ministry. God provides for each person, events and experiences that will help define what God can do and reveals His promises for us as the future unrolls before us.
The key is being willing to seeing what is happening around us, studying the truth in God’s word and applying that to ourselves and the world around us.

