Centurion – Daily Report – July 25, 26 AD 
(Mt 8:5-13; Lu 7:1-10)

I have been in the army since I was old enough to enlist. In time, through hard work, I was finally appointed as a centurion in the Roman army. I have the responsibility to organize and lead a hundred men who are committed to obedience and service to their country.

Recently one of my key servants became seriously ill. This fact and the events that followed have caused me to reflect on my life and how I arrived at where I am today and about the decisions that resulted in my servant being healed.

While serving my country, I realized very quickly the importance of obeying the commands of my leaders and the importance of placing my faith in their decisions. Of course, this was made easier when the commander was a wise man and cared about his men. I was fortunate in that those I served under were good leaders. Through them I learned another critical aspect of obedience. When a soldier does what he is told to do, it often results in saving the lives of others and in victory. A moment of indecision, disobedience, or even hesitation can be disastrous.

My desire to serve and obey resulted in my willingness to accept the assignment to go to Judea, which also led to my appointment as a centurion. In Judea I came into contact with a religion that was new to me, a religion that focused on obedience to a God who actually cared about those who served and trusted in him. This was something very different from the attitude and treatment that the Roman gods had for their subjects.
As I learned more about this faith I realized that this was the God that I wanted to serve. This change in my allegiance made me a better leader. I also learned that my honest concern for those who served under me resulted in a higher level of confidence and trust on their part.

When my servant became ill, it only seemed natural to ask the friends of my new found belief what could be done. Without hesitation they told of Jesus and his power to heal with a touch, even just a word. The decision was made to send them to ask Jesus if he would come and care for, maybe even heal, my servant.

As they went to meet Jesus I began to realize that if Jesus was truly God’s prophet, or Son as many were saying he was, then my request for him to come to my house was unnecessary. I had learned, through experience, how authority works. So many times I simply sent my orders with a courier and what I required was done. My presence was not essential, as long as my authority was recognized.

Based on what I had heard about Jesus, I decided that as God’s representative, no, as God’s son (for only God himself could perform the miracles the people reported to me) he did not need to come to my house. He only needed to speak the word and my servant would be healed.

Today as I write these thoughts down, my servant is doing well. My faith in Jesus’ authority was rewarded. I received back my servant and much more. I received the blessing that comes when one puts their faith in the ultimate commander of all. The creator of the universe. Today I consider myself not just a soldier in his kingdom but a child of the king.

Week One Read Colossians 3:22 and 1 Timothy 6:1-2. One of the most difficult things we need to learn in life is how to deal with those in authority. How do you respond to those in authority? Why do you obey them?
Week two Read Mark 1:27. What made Jesus’ authority so different from that of the other religious leaders? Now read Luke 10:17-22 and consider which is more important - to have authority or be under one who has true authority?

Week three Read Isaiah 56:3-8. The centurion received back his servant and the respect and honor of Jesus for his level of faith. Reflect on the Isaiah passage above and what God wants to give you for your obedience and faith.
Week four Read Hebrews 11 and James 1:2-7; 2:14-26. What is the connection between faith and obedience? What kind of faith do you have and how do you and others know that your faith is real? Why are your actions so important in the area of faith?

