Boaz – Doing the right thing
Ruth 2-4

I remember the day when my parents struggled to produce enough food to feed our family. As the famine become more severe many of our neighbors left and went to other countries hoping to find places where they could work and survive.

My uncle Elenah was one of those who chose to leave. He took his wife and my cousins and left for Moab. It would be the last time I saw them. 

Years later, when Naomi returned, we learned the cost of his decision to leave the land promised to us by Jehovah. Elimelech and my two cousins died in Moab. All three left behind widows and no children to care for them. It was easy to judge them and to see the fulfillment of God’s promise of punishment and abandonment on those who failed to trust Him and serve Him.

But I found that my thoughts became confused and less certain as I learned  more of the story. Ruth had decided to abandon her gods, follow Naomi back to Canaan, and follow only Jehovah. This was unlike most of the Moabites that I had met. Most were arrogant. They had attacked us and taken what they wanted even during the famine, leaving us even more destitute.

Yet here was Ruth, abandoning her family and her religion to follow Naomi and care for her. She set aside her pride and accepted our culture, our faith and her responsibility to serve and care for her mother-in-law.

Until a few weeks ago I had not seen Ruth. But when I saw her my confusion cleared. I had expected to see a person who was overwhelmed by her situation and frustrated with the weight of the burdens she had to bear. Instead I saw a woman at peace, a person who was confident that she had made the right decision to leave her religion and her country. She gleaned in the fields, but not in the frantic manner of one who had lost her way, rather as one who was confident that Jehovah would take care of her.
I am a generous man. So many have not recovered from the famine years ago and I believe that keeping God’s law to help those less fortunate is important, especially the widows and orphans. But that day I surprised even myself with the orders I gave my workers. I began to understand why God had included foreigners as people that we are also responsible for and to help in their search for the one true God, our God.
As the days passed, I saw the reality of Ruth’s humility and faith, the beauty of her care for Naomi, the sweetness of her spirit and generosity towards others. Imagine how my heart leapt when I found her asleep at my feet during the harvest. This is a custom that allows a person to express their dependence on another person and represents a promise to serve as needed. It reminded me that as a relative, our family had a special responsibility to provide for Naomi and her family.

Ruth’s act meant I needed to decide how to honor the respect she had shown me and deal with our family’s responsibility to Naomi and to Ruth. As I walked back to the city a plan formed quickly in my mind. It involved redeeming the land of my uncle, Naomi’s husband, and marrying Ruth as instructed by our law. You see I was not the only one who had a right to buy the land.

I needed to speak to another of my uncles. I knew he would be more than happy to buy the land, but I was also certain he would not want to marry Ruth. And I was right; He was more concerned about his family and their future than caring for others. That day I bought the land of Naomi and married Ruth. Soon she gave us a son, whom we named Obed. Obed became the grandfather of David.
I am a very old man now. Ruth and I have had a blessed life together, but I only realized yesterday just how important fulfilling one’s responsibilities can be. Why, because yesterday Samuel arrived and anointed Jess’s youngest son, David, as the future king of Israel.

This blessing was only possible because of Ruth’s decision to follow Jehovah and my decision to accept my responsibility toward her as a child of God.
Week One – What does the word responsibility mean to you? Make a list of your responsibilities and the people you are responsible for. Read Genesis 43:9. How does your definition of your responsibility compare to what Judah told his father.
Week Two – Read 1 Chronicles chapter 9:17-33. This passage explains the responsibilities of various people and families in relation to the temple. What is your responsibility in relations to the church and its activities?

Week Three – Are we responsible for how our actions affect others? Read Joshua 7, Jonah 1:7-10. How did the actions of the people in these stories affect others?
Week Four - Read 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1. In this passage Paul discusses the nature of his responsibility for others. Are your decisions and actions determined by the needs of others and bringing glory to God? What can you do to improve in your area of being responsible for others?
