Obadiah – serving in secret
1Kings 18:1-15

Do you know what it is like to keep a secret? Especially a secret that could cause a great deal of pain and suffering to you and many others. Have you ever known the truth but if you told the truth you would be ostracized, ,or worse, killed?

I love my job. It has so many facets and interesting opportunities. I not only do the work my employer wants me to do, but I also get to see and do different things while doing that job. My job gives me the opportunity to have access to so many people and markets. When I buy for my employer I often find something that I want, something I might not have had time to find if I had to do it in my spare time. I can shop for my employer and shop for myself. Usually when I make a large purchase for him, the merchant gives me a gift in thanks for the business I have brought his way.

I love my job. I have access to the best that Israel can produce and all the imports that come to Damascus via the traders and caravans from Assyria and beyond. Our house is filled with samples of the wonders of the world. That also means my wife loves my job as well. I have access to the finest linens and household items from around Israel and the world. I am a lucky man because I have access to so many things that women love to have.

There is only one problem. I am a true believer in God, but my employer, who is also the king of Israel, is not. He has chosen to defy the teachings of the prophets and God’s word and worship the god Baal. In fact, to please his wife Jezebel he has even threatened to kill any who claim to be a servant of God. 
Very few have had the opportunity to read the writings of Moses given to him by God. But when I was young my father secretly used a copy that he had to teach me to read. I learned of God’s love for his people and his promises to care for them as long as they served only him. But I also learned to guard this truth deep in my heart. 

It has not been easy to keep this secret but it has been necessary. You see my job provides me with another special blessing, another reason why I love my job. It provides me with an opportunity that no one else would have. I can, for a minimal cost, provide for a group of prophets the food they need to survive in hiding. They dare not come out to work their farms or trade in the markets. As soon as would try to do that did that then Ahab, my boss would surely find out and have them punished and even kill some.

I love my job. Because I am good at it King Ahab has rewarded me richly. It has been a challenge to make sure he does not discover that some of the rewards he gives me are being used to care for the very people he hates. It requires that I keep my secret and protect it well. At times it is not easy when I see the people worshipping other gods which invites the wrath of God and his judgment on them.

My desire to help feed those in hiding has been made very difficult by one prophet in particular, Elijah. He brazenly decided to come out of hiding and denounce the king and his worship of Baal. As proof that he spoke the word of God he declared there would be no rain for at least three years. Because of the drought, it has become harder and harder to find what I need to care for the king’s desires, and even harder to hide the fact that I am also feeding of 100 others. 

To make matters worse, Elijsh shows up out of nowhere and declares he has returned and that it is time for Ahab to answer for his worship of false gods. I told him he was a fool. Everyone else who had defied Ahab had been killed. Then he spoke to me and declared that those days were past and that it was time to reveal the truth and for me to declare publicly my faith in God.
The words hit me like hammer blows. Declare publicly my faith in God?
As I listened to Elijah’s plan and what God was telling him to do, I began to realize that maybe it was time for the truth to be declared by more than just the prophets. Actually, my wife and I had talked on many occasions that we were struggling with participating in the orgies that the priests of Baal declared to be the way to worship him. It was so demeaning, so vile, so vulgar. How could a real god ask people to behave that way?

It was not an easy decision. I knew that it would probably mean the end of my career. It could even cost me my life, but if Elijah could survive on one pot of flour and a jar of oil for three years through God’s provision then God could surely take care of me and all those who truly followed him.

I went and I told the king that Elijah was back and had called him and the priests to come and meet him on Mount Ebal. There Elijah would settle the issue about who was the one true God and what God expected of his people. Ahab was furious. But he was more concerned about dealing with Elijah then with my declaration of faith. He did warn me that once he had dealt with Elijah I had better be gone if I wanted to live.

I am still alive, but life is very different. But for once in my life I am not living in secret. I can publicly declare to all that I am a servant of God. Life has not been easy but God has never failed to provide what we need. It may be not as luxurious or exotic as it was in the past, but in a way that is hard to explain it is more satisfying and fulfilling. Before depended on my skills. Now I have learned to depend on the God who provided those skills.
While I thought it was necessary to keep my faith a secret before, I have learned a deeper secret that God wants us all to know. He is always there and always ready to care for those who honestly serve him, no matter what the situation may be.

Week One – In Isaiah 50:10 the prophet records a very important question for each of us to consider. Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the word of his servant? Think about what you fear most in this world. How does that affect your relationship to God and your ability to obey his word?
Week two – In Ecclesiasts 7:18 the author makes this statement, “the man who fears God will avoid all extremes.” Obadiah had gone to one extreme. He had avoided letting anyone know of his faith in God. Is it possible to go too far in the opposite direction, of proclaiming our relationship with God to others? 

Week three – Read Malachi 3:16. This text tells that us about a book of remembrance that is being written. In this book will be recorded those who fear the Lord. Why do you think God is so concerned about the lives of those who fear him and proclaim his name in the world? What do you think God is recording about your life?
Week four – Read proverbs 29:25. Here we are told that when we put our trust in God we will be safe. Reflect on what it means to trust God and publicly declare that trust to others. How will God keep you safe from those who hate God and who love the world?

