Araunah – 1 Samuel 24:18-25; 1 Chronicles 21:18-25
The consequences of one’s actions

I am an old man now. There are very few of my generation still alive who remember the day I gave/sold my land to the king. Today, I am standing on that land, where years ago I used to thresh my wheat. But, in place of wheat fields stand a temple. Today we are dedicating the temple of God that Solomon built for us to use in our worship of God. But let me start at the beginning. 
I was a young man when this all began. I had only been married a few years and was just beginning to take over my responsibilities as the eldest for the operation of the farm and the care of my family and my parents. My father had taught me well. I had learned how to do the work and to direct those who were working for us. We also had an excellent location to do our threshing. On our property existed this very large flat rock that provided exactly what was needed for threshing, plus it was high enough that there was usually a good breeze for winnowing the chaff from the wheat.

I remember one particular day. Most of us were very concerned and very worried about a decision the king had taken to do a census of the men who were of age to serve in the army. There had not been a census like this since the days of Moses. (That census was done just before we entered into the promised land to reveal how God had cared for our people during the 40 years of wandering in the desert.) This census was different. For some reason David decided it was important to know how many eligible men there were. This decision was met with mixed response. Many in leadership and the military hailed it as a wise decision. It is always important in war to know one’s strength. A census, admittedly, would be helpful in planning for future conflicts. 

But, it also caused many to worry about how God would respond to the king’s action. Even the census takers were noticeably worried about how the people would respond and for their own safety. Many reasoned that knowing the number of soldiers and people available for service was irrelevant as long as we knew that God was on our side. This group feared that such a census might even cause God to withdraw his support and let Israel fight for itself. History had shown how dangerous this path could be.

Then we heard that the prophet Gad had gone to David to report that God was angry with hisdecision. David was given three choices; none of them pleasant. David chose to submit to God’s judgment. That is when the plague began. Soldiers and others began to die. From the reports, it was clear that the judgment was moving toward Jerusalem.

I was standing on this very spot threshing wheat when I saw the angel of the Lord. He appeared to be waiting. It was a terrifying experience. Then from Jerusalem, David came to stand before the angel. He called out to God for forgiveness, for an end to the plague. Then he came to me and told me that Gad had told him to build an altar where the angel was waiting.
When David said he wanted to buy my threshing floor to build an altar I was overwhelmed. What does one say to the king, to the Lord, when asked to give so that others would know God’s mercy, so that others would be spared God’s judgment? 

I quickly agreed to give David the threshing ground and my oxen and yokes so that he would have everything needed for the offering. David refused the gift. He said, how could he offer something that had cost him nothing? We agreed on a price and David built an altar and sacrificed the oxen. God answered David’s prayer and the angel left us.

For many days after that I reflected on my decision to sell the land. What would my family think of my giving up our land? I had not consulted any of the family heads, not even my father that day. Yes my action had saved many. Yes, I had been paid for the land. But it also meant we no longer could use the land. We would have to seek out other ways to do the work. This would make our work more difficult in the future. The money I received would never truly paid for what I gave up that day and its effect on our lives.
But today all the questions, all the doubts, all the added labor are forgotten. Today, I stand in the temple of God and have seen the cloud of God descend on this place. Today, I know that the land that I gave up so many years ago - What I did in that moment to save others - That action of generosity and obedience has made it possible for others to worship the God of Israel. It has become a testimony to the world of the greatness of our God.

Week One – Read Isaiah 32:8. Read Job 31:16-34. The first passage talks about a noble man. The question we need to understand is how do we define the term noble? Read the second passage and then write your own definition for the meaning of the word noble. Was Araunah a noble person? Are you a noble person?
Week Two – Read Proverbs 18:16. How does a gift open doors for a person? Who are the great men that are talked about in this passage? Now read Matthew 12:41-43. Consider who gave the gift and who the great person was that noticed the gift. Who are you seeking to attract with your giving? How will this affect the type of blessing you will receive? Are you seeking the blessing of men or of God?

Week three – Compare David’s comments about sacrifice in Psalms 40:6; 50:14; 51:16 and 54:6. Why does David at one point talk negatively about sacrifice or giving and in the next moment promise to do just that? What makes a gift or sacrifice acceptable to God? Was Araunah’s gift acceptable to God? Do you think God is pleased with the gifts that you give to him? 
Week four – When Araunah sold his land to David, he had no idea what would happen as a result of his willingness to sell his land. He could have placed conditions on the sale, he did not. Actually he was willing to give it without being paid. He saw the immediate need and God used that event to make possible something greater. Take time to think about why you give and whether you place restrictions on what can be done with your gift. How freely do you give to God? How does your attitude affect what God can do with your gift?

